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= 'T is a Rule, in Converfa- 
a tie Ta/k to himfelf, never 
 pleafes, fo much as one, 
1 who Liftens, in his Turn, to 
what is faid, by the reft of 
the Company. — The fame, 
ast Obfervation will hold good, 
| wich Regard to fach a i 
aij as the PLAIN DEALER; 
—— JT muft, fometimes, fall ci- 
villy back, and give Way to my Correfpondents ; or 
F fall incur the Reproach of Writing rather to 
entertain A4-felf, than to- delight, or obhigs my 
Readers, 





Mr. PraineDEALER. 


¥ [ Have fuch a Veneration for the F ATR, that I 
«4% am forry, I fhou’d bave Occafion to éxhibit any 
‘ Complaint againft them; but Lam, once a Week, 
© fo whimfically treated, by fome of them, that lam 
* refolv’d to [peak out, and {pare not. 


‘ There are many young Ladies, and, what is worfe, 
many old Ladies, within the Bills of Mortality, that, 
every Saturday, while their Houfes. are cleaning, 
take a Fancy to have Bufinefs with 1%, for no other 
Reafon in the World, but becaufe they can’t rell 
¢ how elfe ro dipole of themfelves: — For, you mutt 
‘know, That Iam a AZercer, — They {wim into my 
€ Shop, by Shoals, not with the leaft Intention to buy, 
bar only co hear my Silks ru/tle, and fill up their own 
Leifure, by putting Ze into full Emplcyment. © So 
they tamble over my Goods, and deafen me with a 
Round of Queftions, “till, having found nothing in 
‘ my Shop, to their Fancy, as they call it, they rots 
¢ shemfelves again into their Coaches, and drive on the 
‘ Perfecution, to the Terror and Diftarbance of moft 
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‘ of the honeft Shopkeepets, from oné End of thé 
‘ Town, tothe other, * 


© Laft Saturday was three Weeks, at Two, in thé. 


* Afternoon, I fent out my Servant, ro watch a Couple 
“ of thefe Silken Strofers, and keep, if poifible, with- 
“in Ken of them. They undrefs'd about a Dozen 
‘ Shops, without ftripping themfeives of a fingle Shil- 
“ ling ; and, at fix, my Man return’d, out of Breath, 
* and told me, That he had left them, cheapening 
* Sugars, beyond Norton folzate. -. Bur, prefently, they 
* came: back, and faw my next Neighbour, a Linen- 
* Draper, athis Door. They pull’d their Coachman 
‘ by the Fhumb, and broke in upon my Friend and 
* Acquaintance, tho’ his Shop was fhur up, and-empry. 
* — They had bethoughr themfelves, that they muft 
* fee fome Cambricks: My Neighbour knew them, for 
they were his Cuftomers of five Years ftanding ; du- 
ring all which Time, he had never taken any of 
their Money — Bur they had done him the Honour, 
to lean over his Counter, find Faule with every. 
Thing he con’d fhewthem; Exclaim, at his fright- 
€ ful Prices, and make it a Rule with them, To bid 
* Nothing. — He rurn’d over his whole Variety of 
* Cambricks; and had the unexpected Good-Fortune, 
* after the pretrieft Doubrings, and Hefirations, in the 
‘ World, to. fix their Determination ; for they pitch'd 
‘upon a particular Piece, about half an Hour paft 
“Seven, and order’d him to cust off enough for a 
* Tucker, 
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* The worft of all This is, That thefe unprofitable 
Wayward Vificers keep Buying Cuftomers outvof our 
Shops. — Pray Mr, PL AIN-DEALER, repri- 
mand them, for the Good of Trade; and the Eafe, 
and Deliverance, of 


Yiur afflied Correfpondent, 
. H. 
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SIR, 


NUM B. LXXXI. 
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\ GREAT many ulefal Lectures were levell’d, 
. 


heretotore, againft the Enormiuies of certain 
* Fathions, which had taken Poffefiion of the Female 
World. — The Reduction of the Stays, [he Exal- 
tation of the Petriccat — and the Lightnefs,, and 
Tranfparency of che Modejly-Peice — fas that SEX 
had peculiar Views, in each of thef€é Modes) have 


a 


LADIES have even béen rold, That the obfoleré 
Religues, of \their Great-Grandmotherc’s Scarecrow 
Wardrobes, , were le{s Fantaftieal than the modern 
‘ Whimfies! Bat thofe wholefome Severities fufter’d the 
‘ Common Fate of fuch Good Purpofes, They diverted 
© for a U'eck, and were forgotten, 

‘ALL Arguments, which would be fuccefsful, 
mult adapr chemfelves to the Underftanding of thofe 
on whom they expeét to operate. — The WIT of 
a Woman is her Dre/s, To move genteely, is her 
FUDGMENT: And, to Govern bherfelf, with 
full Freedom, is her BIRTH RIGHT, as an &n- 
glifh Subje@ ;° who renounces, and prorefts againft, 
all ab‘olure, and unlimited, Monarchy. ; 
‘BUT, pray, whifper (if you dare) to thefe 
pretty Free. Thinkers, That there is a Couarry, in the 
Norld, call’d Turkey ; where Women are fecur'd 
againft the Danger of Sun-lu ning, by being kept out 
of the open Air, and lock’d up, like other Fewels, in 
Piaces, where no ALi{chief can reach ’em, — A 
Sige-Glance, once a Year, from a Window, or an 
imperfect Random-Siot, through the Hedge of @ 
Gauze- Muffler, is the urmoft Danger a Man can be 
expos'd co, in thofe fafe, and filent, Regions; where 
they have an unaccountable, favage, Notion, That 
there is Temptation, in a Woman's Eye, and that it ss 
poffible for 4 Pretty Felow to flare bimfelf into Forni- 
“cation | 

© A Little private Rumination, on fuch laudable 
-Cuftoms as Thefe, may have Influence, perhaps, to 
moderate fome of our Fine Ladies wed-bred Exorbi- 
tancies. If not, we have at leaft this Remedy ; It 
is but to turn Turks, and we new model our Syftem 
of Government, with Regard to this Female Freedom, 
— Such a Refolurion wou’d furnifh Bufinefs,. nor ar 
all dilagreeable to 
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~ Your moft huinble Servant, 


The Black Eunuch, 


Mr. Prain-DEALER. 


RACLES have been deliver’d in Dreams, 

and I fee no Reafon why Truth may not be as 
well modded over by us Moderns, as by the much 
more wakeful Ancients. — Our Senfes being too 
grofs, and our Minds too much prejudic’d, to receive 
Truth, for its own fake, ic muft approach us oblique- 
ly; that, being couch'd under fenfible Reprefentati- 
ons, it may be brought nearer to our View, and 
make irs Way into our Apprehenfion. 
* UPON this Account, therefore, (not to keep 
you in Sofpence any longer, leaft you may think me 
dreaming already) 1 have fent you my laft Night's 
Vision ; which, if it meets with your Approbarion, 
may encourage me.co clofe my Eyes again; for I 

‘am, both fleeping, and waking, 


Your conftant Admirer, 


EUGENIO. 


been Topicks, for Admonition, and Satire. — The , 


AFTER having reflected on my Miftrefs, and 

on Marriage, I fell afleep, and found my {elf in 
a Myrtle Grove, where feveral Ways ran together into 
one Great Path, that lea to che Temple of Hymen, — 
The Flowers, moft of which were Violets, and bleed- 
ing Lovers, exhal'd a deiicious Odour : And the Birds, 
that warbled round me, helpd co fill the Scene with 
Tranfport. 

I obferv'd Crowds of Travellers, paffing.onwatdes 
bur none, to my great Surprizeé, repajingy — Upon 
looking a little nearer, I difcover'd Troops of flying 
Boys with filter Wings,.that hever'd béfore them, for 
their Guides, There were Perions of all Ranks, and 
of both Sexes. 

I took particular Notice of fome, who, tho’ they 
feem'd to make more Hafte than the reft, were, at the 
End, the fartheft behind-hand. ‘Thele, I heard, were 
call'd Coguets, inthe Language of the Country, They 
feem’d to do nothing ‘bat f{port, and. flutter about g 
without gaining any Ground, or defiring to gain any. 

THE next, I was told; were Prudes: And thefe 
had taken a Bye-Path, and mov’d onward, toward 
the Temple, very flowly ; and, to all Appearance, un- 
willingly, with cheir Necks fantaftically reverted, and 
their Eyes looking back, upon the Country, they had 
newly pafs’d through. Yer Thefé were the Firft that 
came up; and fiipt, filently into the Témpie! 

AMONG the Men, was a Troop, which feem’d 
compos'd of the moft expert Travellers: My Guide 
inform’d me, They were call'd Hibernians. They did 
many Things, I perceivd, very differently from the 
reft: For, while others ied up but exe Companion, to 
the Temple, thefe had /evera/, in feveral Paths; and 
were the only Perfons, who, after lodging One, went 
out again, to conduct Another, — It was eafy to di- 
ftinguifh them, however mingled in the Crowd, by 
the Shine of a certain Metal, which had burnifhd 
their Cheeks, and Fereheads, and caft a Gleam, like 
a Corinthian Vizard. | 

I was call‘d off, by a confus’d Noife, at fome Di- 
ftance ; and made toward ir, as well as I‘cou’d ; but 
found fuch an Alreration in the Air, that I cond not 
“ftir one Step, without {neezing. This was a Troop 
of Sword-Kunots, and Cockades, difplaying a powerful 
Inftrament, thar glitter'd much, and was call’d a Snuff- 
Box. The Scuffle of Tongues was fo great, that I 
ftaid not long, among the Pretty Gentlemen, (for that 
was the Name they went by) but pals’d on, toa Part 
of the Grove, whence there iffued a delightfu! Har- 


mony, 

COMING thither, I obferv’d a Number, apart 
from the reft, with Harps in their Hands, which chey 
touch'd, with tranfportimg Melody. Nine Goddeffes 
were mix d among them ; all moft ravifhingly beauti- 
ful! Thefe happy Gentlemen, I found, were the Fa- 
vourites of the Grove; but they made no Hafte ro the 
Temple ; rather wandering up and down, and making 
Salies intoevery Path, with an Air of agreeable In- | 
difference, . 

I left them, and came up with a Troop of Cloudy, 
Haughty, and Erect, Movers, diftinguith’d by peculi- 
ar Head-Peices, which, at Diftance, look’d like Dia- 
dems. All the Female Travellers, they chanc’d to 
meet with, receiv’d their Whifpers with a kind of 
Triumph ; and liften’d to them with more Rapture, 
than even to the Voices of thofe Divine Aluficians ! 
— This Train was under the Care of two Goddefles, 
whofe Names were Infolence and Privilege! I was 
now within ae of the Temple ; bur raking an Aver- 
fion, in my Sleep, to the affected Struteings of this 
Company, I wak’d fortunately out of my Dream, and 
refoilv'd to fend irto the PL AIN-DE ALER, 
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